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be exceedingly valuable, and the more as seen 
by practiced outside eyes. And because of 
the critical and historical power, with rare 
vivacity, which he has so well shown, we 
willingly place ourselves in his hands. 

A. GuYOT Cameron. 
Princeton University. 



DANTE. 

Strenna Dantesca: Compilata da Orazio 
Bacci e G. L. Passerini. Firenze, Anno 
Primo, 1902. 

Amid the many discouraging things in respect 
to the social, political and industrial condition 
of Italy to-day, it is with sincere pleasure that 
we note the successful founding, in recent 
years, of two societies, both taking their name 
from the great Florentine poet. The one. La 
Society Dante Alighieri founded in 1890, is 
patriotic and practical in its objects, and es- 
pecially aims at the preservation of the Italian 
language beyond the borders of Italy, and the 
protection of Italian emigrants and laborers 
abroad. The growth of this society has been 
very rapid, the number of members now 
amounting to nine millions. La Society Dan- 
tesca Italiana, — on the other hand, is of a 
more distinctly literary character, its object 
being to spread and increase the knowledge of 
Dante, and to prepare a critical edition of the 
Divina Conimedia, and the minor works. As 
is well-known a beginning has been made in 
respect to the latter, by the definitive edition 
of the De Vulgari Eloquentia by Prof. Pio 
Rajna. All Dante scholars are looking forward 
with peculiar interest to the critical edition of 
the Divina Commedia, which in spite of the 
multitude of books on Dante, still remains a 
desideratum. Of more interest to the general 
public in Italy are the popular lectures on the 
Divina Commedia instituted by the Society 
Dantesca, in Florence, Rome, and elsewhere, 
distinguished professors and scholars, such as 
Del Lungo, Mazzoni, Rajna and others, being 
invited to interpret the various cantos. 

One of the results of the success of these 
two societies is the publication of a small an- 
nual volume called Strenna Dantesca, under 



the editorial management of the well-known 
Dante scholars Orazio Bacci and G. L. Pas- 
serini. This little book contains a Calendario 
Daniesco, — with appropriate quotations from 
Dante or with historical notes, under each day 
of the year ; the latter running as far back as 
the events of Dante's own life, and at the same 
time recording such recent events as the death 
of Scartazzini (February 12, 1901), and the in- 
auguration of the Dante lectures in Rome 
(February 24, 1901). 

Then follows a rather promiscuous collection 
of brief articles, notes on Dante's life, an 
extract from Gabriele D'Annunzio's Francesca 
da Rimini, a bibliography of Dante literature 
for 1901, an account of the founding of the 
Society Dantesca, a report of the twelfth Con- 
gress of the Society Dante Alighieri, and 
several brief essays by Del Lungo, D'Ovidio, 
and D'Ancona. There are also a number of 
poems on Dante by poets ancient and modern, 
including Boccaccio, Michel Angelo, Pucci, 
Alfieri, Carducci. The sonnet of the latter is 
of especial interest in its frank avowal of 
Atheism. 

Per me Lucia non prega e non la bella 
Matilda appresta il salutar lavacro, 
e Beatrice con I'amante sacro 
in vano sale a Dio di Stella in Stella. 

Odio il tuo santo impero ; e la corona 
divelto con la spada avrei di testa 
a U tuo buon Federico in val d'Olona. 

Son chiesa e impero una ruina mesta 
Cui sorrola il tuo canto e a'l ciel risona : 
Muor Giove, e I'inno del poeta resta. 



Oscar Kuhns. 



Wesleyan University. 



SPANISH LITER A TURE. 

El Capitdn Veneno, por Pedro de Alarc6n. 
Edited with notes and vocabulary by J. D. 
M. Ford, Instructor in Romance Languages 
in Harvard University. Boston: D. C. Heath 
& Co., 1899. 

El Capitdn Veneno, por Pedro de Alarc6n. 
Edited by G. G. Brownell, Professor of 
Romance Languages, University of Alabama. 
New York ; American Book Company, igoi. 

Since I agree entirely with the sentiment ex- 
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